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THOUGHTS on SYMPATHY. 


To the PRINTER, 

SIR; 

AM always happy when I have an opportunity of re- 

commending any of thofe feelings of the heart which 
do honour tohumanity. To “ weep withthofe that weep,” 
to lighten the burden of human woe, and to adminifter coms 
fort to the deje&ted foul, are offices, to the exercife of which 
we have frequent calls. I live, Mr. Printer, in a {mall 
country village; and, from my fituation in life, am fomee 
times called to houfes in which poverty and affli€tion feem 
to have taken up their abode; yet believe me, Sir, I never 
return from thofe houfes with greater pleafure, or with more 
heartfelt fatisfaftion, than when I think I have contributed 
my fhare in wiping away the falling tear, or whifpering 
peace to the troubled breaft. Small however as the village 
is, it produces two charaéters as oppofite almoft in their fea- 
tures, as the darknefs of a ftormy night is tothe f{plendour 
of meridian day. Thefe chara€ters allow.me to introduce to 
your acquaintance, under the names of Aufterus and Huma. 
nus; the formeraman of callous foul; the latter one who 
thinks, and feels while he thinks. 

Aufterus poffeffes a fortune of three thoufand pounds a 
year, has an elegant houfe, and keeps a large retinue. Hig 
lands yield abundant crops, and his flocks are heard bleating 
onthe neighbouring hills. His tenants are pretty numerous, 
his dependents many. One at firft would be induced to 
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imagine that this man was deflined by Heaven as a bleffing to 
that-part of the-country-am- which he is placed; that the 
families around him would hail him as their liberal benefac. 
tor, and that his domeftics would blefs the hour in which they 
entered the fpacious hall. ‘Hewever natural this conclufion, 
it would, in faét, be far from being well founded. Ex. 
tremely paflionate, he rages and ftorms; and even after the 
itorm has fubfided, his face befpeaks the anger which he can 
i} conceal. Sour and auflere, haughty and overbearing, he 
is dreaded by his fervants, and defpifed by all. His tenants, 
whofe lands are rented to the full, barely. fubfift; regret the 
moment they were fo unfortunate as to tread the ground of 
hard oppreffion, and even curfe him to their hearts.’ But what 
adds an indelible ftigma to the charaéter of Aufterus, is, that 
he is inacceflible tothe poor,and unfeeling tothe fons of dif. 
trefs. Itisa painful truth, that his cane has been often lifted 
up over the head of poverty, as it has approached his lordly 
door to beg a pittance. What! Oh hardened Aufterus! were 
riches given thee to indulge thy pampered carcafe, and to 
ftecl thy heart againft thy poorer brethren! for let me tell 
thee, that {hivering beggar there is ftill thy brother. 

Belides the poor, the atHlicted who are toffed on the bed-of 
ficknefs, implore his affiftance in vain. .Pity.is even denied 
them. I ventured once to recommend to him a family in 
the parifh, on whom aiflli€iion’s..rod had long continued to 
lie! and I found, ere. I had finifhed my fad narration, a tear, 
fomchow.or. other, had forced: its way down my cheek. . He 
heard me witha fe cking indifference, faid he would think of 
it, and turned away rudely from me, though I affured him 
(what was:too true, and aegravated his fhame) that they. refi- 
ded ina corner of his own eflate; and: that their. fwuation 
dimitted-of no delay. As. he tetired, I could perceive he 
was Indignant at my freedom, a circumitance which forced 
trom me the exclamation.of the Patriarch—*:-Curfed be 
his anger, for it was fierce; and his wrath, for it was cruel!” 
kenvy not bis criumfon bed of ftate, nor his “* faring fump- 
tuowily every day,’ while be pollefles.a niggardly foul. 
Better, infinitely better isthat man, who,though -his {hare of 


' 


wealtl: may be more f[cauty, is bleffed witha noble, a liberal 


iLumanus honours me with his acquaintance and his con- 
bae .. IL know his heart-and his-feelings almoft as well as 
he knows them himfelf. Defcended trom worthy anceflors, 
be rctains no fimall pertionei their virtues. Poflefiing a mo- 
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derate fortune, he has no idea of extravagance. What he thinks 
of is todo good with the little which he enjoys. His-benrg-, 
nity isindeed wonderful. It often puts me tothe blufh, when 
I refle& how far I fall fhort of it. It was but the other day,. 
“ Come,” fays he, “* let us makeafhortexcurfion.” I fol-° 
lowed him. We entered a thatched cottage; I fhall never for- 
get the fight, nor the part my friend aéted on that occafion. 
On a low bed lay the very pifture of wretchednefs. 
Death feemed to have little more to do than to clofe the eyes 
of one who appeared to fay, “ I fly tothe grave as the end 
of my forrows.” The feeling Humanus, whofe very foul is. 
fympathy’, with a foft ftep approached the bed of the fufferer, 
his eyes full of tears, his heart oppreffed with grief ; “* Live,” 
he cried, “ Heaven is kind—Who can tell what happinefs 
isin referve for you? I go to fend for the phyfician, and 
fha!] immediately return.”” Humanus hafted home to give 
direftions to his fervant, and came quickly back. ~Hig in- 
tentions to the affliéted mother (for fhe was a poor widow, 
having four children) were now renewed; fome wine which 
he had brought with him, was adminiflered with fuccefs; and 
the arrival of the Doftor, who expreffed hopes of her reco- 
very, changed, I conld perceive, the face of my friend; the 


‘joy of his heart fhone forth in his countenance; and never 
joy : ; 


did he appear in my eyes more worthy or more amiable. 
“ Happy Humanus,” faid I to myfelf, “‘ the rewards of 
virtue are fure, - Thoualready enjoyeft thofe within thy own 
breaft, and Heaven has ftill greater onés in ftore for thee— 
may thy Jaudable example become more univerfal.'!’ He 
repeated frequently his vifits to the humble dwelling; nor 
were thefe vifits dropped till he faw there was lefs occafion 
forthem. The faét is, great fatigue of body, and ftill greater 
of mind, had brought a violent fever on the forlorn widow, 
which the fympathy of Humanus more than the prefcrip- 
tions of the phyfician, had tendedtoremove, She now lives 
ufeful to her children, and is often heard to pray Heaven’s 
richeft bleffing on the head of her compaMionate friend and 
generous benefaétor. Such ate the charming effeéts of bene, 
ficence, and fuch the difpofitian of Humanus, ; 

[have finifhed my ftory, Mr. Printer,and upon areview of 
the two charaéters, would fimply afk you, “* Whether would 
you be an Aufterus or an Humanus ; a fordid felfifh being, o1 
one who poileffes a gencrous, a heaven-born foul ?” 


BENEVOLUS. 
Curtous 
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Curious HISTORY of WIGS. 
HE Greeks and Romans ufed falfe hair; and had like. 


wife a kind of hair-powder. Hannibal wore falfe 
hair, Lampridius gives a defcription of the Emperor Com. 
modus’s wig, which was powdered with gold-duft, and anointed 
with ointments of an agreeable odour, that the duft might 
adhere to it. It appears not improbable, that, even then, not 
merely a vain affectation of pomp, but the effe&s of too 
aétive agallantry (though trifling when compared with thofe 
of more modern times) may have given occafion to this in. 
vention. For farther information on this fubjcét, I refer the 
reader to the learned commentators on the fatirical exclaina- 
tion of Czfar’s foldiers, during his triumphal entry into 
Rome: “ Urbani, fervate uxorem, machum calvum adduct. 
mus!’ Henry Il. King of France, loft his hair through 
the then yet new-fafhioned venereal difeafe (although, indeed, 
his grandfather had already been infeéted with it); he had 
therefore one of the caps, then ufually worn, covered with 
falfe hair: but yet he ventured not to take off his hat in the 
prefence of his Queen, or of the foreign ambaffadors, for fear 
they fhould obferve his lofs. In 1528, John Duke of Sax- 
ony, ordered his head bailiff at Cobourg, to procure for him 
from Nurenberg a handfome falfe head of hair; “ but fecretly 
(wrote he), that it may not be known that it is ‘for us; and let 
it be curled, and fo contrived that it may be put on ‘the head 
without being obferved.”’ 

But in the reign of Louis XIV. when polite manners and 

allantry had become more general, men more fenfibly af- 
feAed with cold, &c, and the number of bald-heads greater ; 
they were no longer afhamed of the caps covered with falfe 
hair, This gave rife to the idea of weaving hair into a linen 
¢loth, and likewife into fringes, which were ufed for fome 
time under the name Milan Points. Thefe fringes or laces 
were fown in rows to the plain caps, which were now made 
of athinner fheep-fkin; and this head-drefs was called by 
the French perugue, by the Germans parucke, by the Englith 
periwrg, contracted into wig. 

At laft they invented a kind of three-thread treffes, which 
were fewed to ribbons or other ftuffs; thefethey then ftretched 
out, and joined together on blocks cut into the fhape of the 
head. This is the origin of our prefent wigs, the making, 
repairing, and drefling of which furnifhes employment to fo 
vaft anumberof people. The firlt who wore a peruque, was 
an Abbe, named LaRiviere, At one time this ornament of 
the 
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the head was fo thick, fo loaded with hair, and io long, that it 
hung down as low as the waift. A perfon who happened to 
have a lean vifage, was quite.hid in this cloud of hair. The 
fore part of the wig was likewife worn very high: in France, 
this is called devant a la Fontagne, from the marquis of that 
name, who had brought it into vogue in the time of Louis 
XIV. 

A certain Ervazs at laft found out the art of frizzing the 
wigs ; by which means, with a {mall quantity of hair they 
appear fuller thanthey could be even with a much greater. 
The bag-wigs firft came into fafhion during the regency of 
the Duke of Orleans, and thence obtained the name of per- 
ruques alaregence. ‘The Emperor Charles VI. would al- 
low no one to be admitted into his prefence without a wig with 
two tails. Of a more modern datethan wigs is our prefent hair- 
powder. Inthe reign of Louis XIV. it was not yet in ge- 
neral ufe ; and that king at firft difliked the fafhion of wear- 
ing it. The players are {aid to have firft powdered their hair : 
but for along time after the introdudtion of that praétice, al- 
ways combed the powder out again as foon as they returned 
from the theatre. 





DESCRIPTION ef Moprrw ALEXANDRIA. 
[From Sonnini’s Travels in Upper and Lower Egypt. ] 


HE new city, or rather the town of Alexandria, is built, 

the greateft part of it at lealt, on the brink of the fea. 
Its houfes, like all’ thofe of the Levant, have flat terrace 
roofs: they have no windows, andthe apertures which fup- 
ply their place are almoft entirely obftrué&ted by a wooden 
lattice projecting, of various form, and fo clofe, that the 
light can hardly force a paflage. It is through this grate of 
won or wood, fometimes of elegant conftru€tion, that beauty 
is permitted to fee what is pafling without, but eternally de- 
prived of the privilege of being feen: it is in this ftate of 
hopelefs feclufion that, far from receiving the homage which 
nature demands to be paid to it by every being pofleffed of 
fenfibility, it meets only contempt and outrage ; it is there, 
in a word, that one part of the human race, abufing the 
odious right of the more powerful, retains in degrading fer- 
vitude the other part, whofe charms alone ought to have had 
the power to foften both the raggednefs of the foil and the 
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Narrow and awkwardly difpofed ftreets are without pave.’ 


ment as without police; no public edifice, no private build. 
ing arrefts the eye of the traveller, and, on the fuppofition 
that the fragments of the old city had not attrafted his atten- 
tion, he would find no objeét in the prefent one that could 
fupply matter for a moment’s thought. Turks, Arabians, 
Barbarefques, Cophts, Chriflians of Syria, and Jews, conftis 
tuted a population which may be eftimated at five thoufand, 
as far as an eftimation can be made in a country where there 
is no regifter kept of any thing. Commerce attraéts thither 
befides, from all the countries of the eaft, flrangers whofe 
refidence is extremely tranfient. 

You fee them crowd on each other in the ftreets, running, 
rather than walking; they likewife bawl, rather than {peak. 
Ihave frequently flopped,-to confider fome perfons who 
had all the appearance of being agitated by violent rage: 
they gave to their voice all the intenfity * which a broad oil 
brawny cheft could fupply ; their phyfiognomy wore all the 
traits of paffion; their eyes {parkled ; violent geftures at. 
companied modes of expreflion which feemec 1 ftill more vio- 
lent. lapproached them, under the apprchenfion that they 
were going inftantly to cut each others throats, and was afto. 
nifhed to learn that they were only driving fome petty bar- 
gain; that nota word was of athreatening complexion ; that 
their exterior alone, was in motion; that, in a word, all this 


vehemence was only their ufual mode of buying and felling. 





Account of the Salmon Fifhery at Berwick upon Tweed, 
4 - 4 
[From Fuller’s Hifory of Berwick upon Tweed.] 


HE falmon fifhery conftitutes the moft interefting branch 
of trade carried on in-Berwick. 

It has been fated, that there are about 300 men employed 
m the fifheries. 

The Tweed falmon is of the very beft quality. The fith- 
ing commences on the 10th of January, and continues till 
the 10th of O€tober. 

Some feafons falmon are very plenty, and others very 
fcarce. We have feen from one to 100 of them taken ata 
draught : but we are aflured, that there have been many in- 
ftances of from 200to 500 taken at one haw]; and, if report 
is to be credited, 700 have been brought on fhore at one 
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The capture of Sli on in the Tweed, fays Mr. Pennant, 
about the month of July is proc digious. Inagood filhery of- 
ten a boat-load, and fometimes near two, are takenin a tide : 
fome few years ago, there were above 709 filh taken at one 
hawl; but from 5° to 100 is.very frequent. 

The prefent rental of all the fifhing waters together, from 
the mouth of the riverto Norham, which is feven miles from 
Berwick, is about 10,000], yearly, exclufive of the tithes. 

All the falmon fent to London from this place, were, till 
of late, boiled and put into kits; but that praétice has, for 
fome years paft, been laid afide. The whole of the falmon 
are now fent in ice, which has been difcovered to preferve the 
hth frefh fog a longtime. How this came to be firft known in 
Berwick was owing to the following circumftance : Mr. 
Dempflter, a Member of Parliament, about twelve years ago, 
calling on Mr-John Richardfon of Perth, at his fifhery, told 
him, it was a practice‘orrthe Continent to pack falmon in ice, 
as it had been found to preferve them fo frefh that they 
muight be fent many hundred miles without fpoijing. This 
induced Mr. Richardfon to make the trial ; the refult ot 
which not only ¢orroboratedthe faéi, but alfo proved to be 
very lucrative to Mr. Richardfon. 

The fame experiment was made here, and with fuccefs, in 
the year 1788, Since that period feveral ice-houfes have 
been built on this plan; and the quantity of ice put into them 
yearly is allonifhing. ~ he two companies ‘laid in 7600 Carte 
loads between them laft winter; expe nce about 450]. for ice. 
There are thirty-two falmon coopers in Ba wicl 

Phe are four different modes of catching falmon ufually 





employed at prefent, viz. the {weep, the : fell, the bobb, and 
tue hanging nets. 


TH e f ’ . 
he fale of faimon is entirely confined to the coopers ; 
none are brought to public market. ‘Lhe coopers, however, 


are always ready to oblige any perfon with a falmon at ¢t 
market price. 

Ever fince the introduétion of ice in preferving falmon, 
their price has greatly rifen. 

For feveral years paft, falmon has fold from 3s. to 35s. per 
flone... Tliey have been kuown to be fold as low as Od. or 


7d. per flone 
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Ancient Regulation relative to large Horfes. 
UR ftatute-book contains a number of laws for promo- 
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Eighth (fince repealed) contains fome very curious regula. 
tions on this fubje&t. Every Archbifhop and Duke is obliged 
under penalties to have feven trotting ftone-hories for the fad. 
dle, each of which, at the age of three years, was to be four. 
teen hands high. Similar direétions follow with regard to 
the number of the fame kind of horfes to be kept by perfons 
of other ranks and degrees; the loweft clafs mentioned is 
that of a {piritual perfon, having benefices to the amount of 
100], per annum, or a layman whofe wife fhall wear any 
French hood, or bonnet of velvet: fuch were obliged to 
have one trotting ftone-horfe for the faddle. In the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth a bill was brought into the Houfe of Lords, 
but rejected on the fecond reading, for reftraining the fuper. 
fluous ufe of coaches. 





THE SYLPH; 
OR, 


Tre HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 
(Continued from Page 212.) 


NEW AMUSEMENTS. 
Very good company of theatrical performers about this 
time obtained leave to fit up a theatre in Mellford, 
which opened a new fcene of gaiety for the winter. Clif. 
ford, who was now firmly fixed in all the privileges of a {9- 
vercign butterfly, dire&ted every thing with refpe€to the play- 
houfe; made parties for fuch and fuch evenings, &c. So great 
was his influence with the fair, that it called forth the obfer- 
vation of the gods, in the galleries of the theatre ; and 
fometimes when he was employed in handing into the houfe 
five or fix of the reigning belles, his name, and fome allufion 
to his being fo great a favourite, would iflue from the back 
feats of the galleries; on which occafions, he would turn 
his head towards. his friends, the gods, with a {prightly 
fmile, and purfue his attentions to the ladies with additional 
{pirits. 

The amufements of Mellford were now in their zenith, 
and Lucy Vernon, about this time, returned to her houfe in 
that town, greatly to the fatisfa@tion of Sophia Merton: 
and the friends {pent the day of her return in all the eager- 
nefs of confidential converfation. Sophia often faw Eve. 
rard at the theatre, who fometimes fcarcely came to pay his 
compliments ; but would fland with his back agaimft the 
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wainfcot, (which formed a divifion in the houfe,) obferving 
all fhe faid, and every thing that paffed around her : Some- 
times he appeared fullen; at other times he affeéted to be 
eafy and carelefs. One morning my ward accidentally met 
Everard at an auétion ; he placed himfelf near her, and en« 
tered into converfation with the familiar manner of an old 
acquaintance ; but hiding, as much as poffible, the air of a 
lover. 

A few days after fhe faw him at the weekly affembly, and 
he attempted to kindle jealoufy in the breait of Sophia, by 
affeGting to pay particular attention to Lucy Vernon; but’ 
the real friendfhip between the two ladies, and the fort of 
temper Lucy pofleffed, rendered this one of the moft abfurd 
of all his variations, and he therefore foon gave it up. 
Strange condu&! how very fingular, that Everard could 
not prevail on himfelf at once to afcertain the fentiments. of 
Mifs Merton, by a precife declaration ; or otherwife, that 
he could not fteadily purfue one rational plan, whereby he 
might hope to engage her affeétions. 


STRICTURES ON GIVING BALLS. 


During the Chriftmas holidays, the gentlemen of Mell. 
ford, infpired by the livelinefs of fo gay a winter, deter~ 
mined on giving the ladies an elegant ball ; the plan and di- 
reétion of which, was confided to the tafte of Mr. Clifford, 
who, quite in his element, entered on the preparations with 
the greateft fatisfa€tion. Giving a ball, or any other public 
entertainment, or accepting the tafk of fele€ting the company 
to be invited on fuch an occafion, is, perhaps, one of the 
moft hazardous undertakings in private life. ‘‘ Nay, ftart 
not, my fair readers, it is no error of the printer’s,” the 
fylph will repeat to you, “ that giving a public entertain- 
ment isa very hazardous undertaking:;” In your invitations, 
you muft ftop fomewhere, and wherever you flop, you make 
anenemy for life : if you leave out any perfons in the fame 
rank with thofe you invite, and who have really a right to 
expeét an invitation, you thereby fix a mark upon thofe per- 
fons, and as far as lies in your power, degrade them from the 
fituation they hold in fociety ; you feparate them publicly 
from their friends and acquaintance ; you mark them, and 
depend upon it, they mark you. Whether the omiflion 
Proceeds from miftake or defign, it becomes a ferious in- 
jury ; it caufes their becoming the topic of public converfa- 
tion, and every body is gueffing the reafon, ‘“ Why Mr. or 
Mrs. Such-a-one was not afked to the ball, &c.” If they 
Vout. XXXV, 2M are 
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are good people, they will'not fuffer diflike ‘to grow inte 
hatred ; but never can you expeét the offices of good will, 
or kindnefs, from thofe ,you have fo injured. Wherever 
you flap gin point of rank, the next gradation muft be 
offended; perhaps they were juft fliding intothe clafs, from 
whofe circles you have thus endeavoured to banifh them; 
and they become from that hour your concealed, but certain 
enemies. People often complain, that they are difappointed 
$n little points they.with-to carry, particularly .in matters of 
apublic nature ; and that they have fecret, enemies, .who 
thwait their fchemes in their-feveral little communities, and 
never recolle¢i the entertainments by which, at.axgreat ex. 
pence, they pur¢ghafed this enmity ; and of «which at prefent 
no other confequence remains. In fhort,, giving a ball, 
might be denominated, ‘ A:compendious method of making 
nore focs in one evening, than you can make friends in the 
whole courfe of .your life.”—"' What!’’ my: fair pupils will 
exclaim, “ muft no one ever venture to give a fociable 
dance? thofe dances fo pleafant, and fo charming!’ To 
which the purple-winged Anri replies, “* Invite a party of 
your friends, but not a very large party, call.in.a few fiddles, 
and dance till you are tired ; but do not make it a public 
thing, do not call it a ball.” 

The fylph hopes his readers will not confider this digref- 
fion as totally ufelefs, and will now proceed to defcribe the 
Mellford gala, which formed a rare, and happy exception, to 
the foregoing obfervations. 


TNE BALL. 


‘ Ah! happy hours how fleeting, 
* * Ye danc’d on down away.” 
SONG. 
In order to avoid as much as poffible all rifk of offending 
thofe whom it was not judged proper to invite, this ball was 
civen tothe ladies who attendedthe weekly affemblies, gave 
routs, &e. and by putting forth this plan, no perfon not in 
that line expeéted an invitation ; andif any perfon’s feelings 
were hurt at the omiffion,. they had only to complain, that 
their vifiting circle was not in that fet, without the {mallet 
degrec of blame being attached to the gentlemen who planned 
he entertainment, and who were minutely {crupulous not 
to forget one perfon of that: clafs. 
Clifford exerted all his tafte in the arrangements ; and the 
ladies all their’s in preparations for their appearance on this 
occafion. 
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occafion. Sophia Merton and Lucy Vernon were, of 
courfe, included in the lift of invitations. When the even- 
ing came, my interefting ward repaired with great pleafure to 
her toilet ; over which the careful Auri prefided, though 
unfeen: Her drefs confifted of a filk, whofe tint was fome- 
thing between a pink and purple, then a very fathionable 
colour ; her head-drefs was a black hat, with a large plume 
of feathers (a favourite ornament of Sophia’s,) and her 
fylph, as he hovered round her, on his purple pinions, threw 
her hair into graceful curls, and directed the waving of the 
fable plumes. At length, the hour of aflembling arrived : 
there was no occafion for making parties for a meeting, 
where the whole company were intended to torm but one 
party. The ladies, therefore, accompanied each other, as 
chance dire€&ted, and for once in their lives, Lucy Vernon 
and Sophia Merton did not enter the aflembly room toge- 
ther. Sophia went in the fame carriage with a Mifs Dan- 
vers, a young friend of her’s, and the was handed into the 
ball room by Clifford, as alert, and as. lively, as the gay and 
beautiful infeét, from whom the fy!ph has borrowed his de- 
nomination. ‘The belles confilted of the ladics of Mellford, 
and its environs, and a blaze of beauty and elegance fhone 
around, which would not have difgraced the higheft circles, 
Every thing was extremely well condutted, and did great 
honour to the talle of the gay Clifford, Every one appeared 
fatisfied, and pleafure beamed from every face. Sophia was 
much noticed, and her mind was at reft within ; which, 
early habituated to care, as was my ward, did not always ace 
company her {miles. Peace was in her heart, and gaiety and 
e.egant pleafure courted her from without. Alas! how 
few fuch hours could fhe know again! how few ever fall to 
the lot of mortals! ‘The dance commenced with great {pirit, 
and continued for fome hours ; after which, an elegant fup- 
per was ferved up, and the dances recommencing, when a 
proper interval had been pafled at the elegantly convivial 
board, continued till the morning was pretty far advanced, 
The company then returned to their refpective homes, in the 
higheft good humour, and exprefling great fatisfaétion at the 
fuccefs of'a plan, which had more than anfwered the ge- 
neral expeétation, 

The behaviour of my ward, throughout fo exhilarating an 
evening, had been guided by prudence and propriety ; her 
little coquetifh difpofition ju fhewing itfelf, but not inthe 
leaft approaching the confines of levity. 

F To be ce ntinued, ) 
2M 2 Further 
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Further Obfervations on the Commencement of ihe Century, 


To the Printer of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
S1R, 


HE human mind cannot be altogether at eafe, whilft it 
contemplates a fubje& in which there are ob{curities ; 
and there feems to be a fort of duty impofed on thofe who 
have leifure, and at the fame time they will find a degree of 
fatisfa€tion in attempting to remove them. Thofe refpeé. 
ing the termination of the centuries of the Chriftian zxra, of 
which fo much has been written on the one fide and the other, 
are, for the moft part, fa€titious, fophiftical labour, and give 
us another inftance, to the many we had before, how a man 
may bewilder himfelf when he overlooks the proper ground 
upon which an argument fhould reft. Like an archite& who 
would build his caftle in the air, fo are they who would re. 
concile thefe pertinacious difputants, by a critical or fanci. 
ful interpretation of words much made ufé of in our mof 
important concernments, and plain enough to all -who will 
not torture them in fearch “ after meanings never meant.” 

Without duly regarding the fources whence the truth mut 
come, namely, from hiftory and chronology, they have fup- 
pofed the queftion to depend upon the peculiar idiom of our 
Janguage, and the addition and multiplication of figures; 
thus making a confiderable part of Great Britain doubt, 
when they are in a year or out of it; how to count ten 
tightly ; or to tell when a child, born on any firft of January, 
will be ten years old ; this being the day on which all now 
agree toadmit, for want of a more accurate knowledge, that 
Chrift was born. 

One tells us, that the firft year of thefeten is the year 0; 
another, that the fecond year is the firft of them ; a third, 
that you muft begin with the laft year of a preceding decade, 
that is, when applied to a birth, one year before the child 
was born ; and fo when you have added nine, or ninety-nine 
to it, that ten or one hundred years have elapfed, fince its 
birth. What a cloud has ill-governed critical pride here 
raifed around fuch plain propofitions, the very fimplicity of 
which has increaled the indignant rage of plain men, not 
willing to fubmit to fuch humiliating impofitions ! The Poet 
Laureat, who is quoted in your Entertainer of the 27th ult, 
in his official capacity, would have done well enough, had 
he fluck to his authorities, to which I have no objeétion, ex- 
cept 
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cept that Dionyfius Exiguus was the author of the table, 
which he frames thus : 


o 1 2 3 67 8 g 10 
isfelalalstel7 (819! 2] 

But when he quits his proper ground, and attempts to 
fhew how thefe differences in opinion have arifen, he foars, 
with his companions, into the clouds of error, and feems to 
have been as little fuccefsful with his atoms of tzme, as Epi- 
curus and his followers were with thofe, with which, as they 
would have it, every thing was formed. The Laureat’s table, 
however, being attended to, would prove the reverfe of what 
he would eftablifh by it, viz. that the 18th century will not 
end before the expiration of this year. Hus table contains 
ten years ending with the number 10, all being neceffary 
to complete the firft decade ; then multiply 10 by 10, and 
you have 100, the firft century ; and 100 by 18, and you 
have 1800; and in as much as the laft year of the firft 10 
was neceflary to complete the firft decade, fo is 1800, the 
laft year of the laft decade, neceflary to complete the 18th 
century ; confequently it cannot end before the expiration 
of this year. 

But the Laureat’s atoms numbered 1 and 1800, or 1 and 
10 (alike for example), mark, as he fays, the terminations. of 
thofe years refpeétively, yet that the years thus marked and 
numbered, and ending with thofe marks, are not the 1ft, and 
10th, or 1800th years. Look at his table, and fay, whether 
the {pace from 0 to 1 can be any thing but the 1ft year ? and 
the {pace from 9 to 10 any other than the 10th year? and 
whether it be not, with due deference to the Laureat, pal- 
pable nonfenfe to fay the contrary ? Is it lefs fo to fay, that 
the {pace from 0 to 1 is the year ©, and that the fpace be- 
tween the number 9 and 10 in the table isthe year 9? which 
ishis do€trine, but not only contrary to the commonly re- 
ceived idiom of the Englifh Janguage, but to the conftru€tion 
of every record inthe country, where it is noticed, refpe&- 
ing our moft important concerns ; wherein the firft year, or 
the year 1, and the tenth year, or the year 10, mean one and 
the fame year, bearing no other tranflation into Latin than 
the words anno primo and anno decimo; and in like manner 
we fay, with refpeét to the prefent year, anno Domini, mil. 
lefimo olingentefimo ; or, in the year of our Lord, 1800. 
* A man who fays he is 30, does not mean that he is in 
his 30th year:”” True, were he to fpeak vaguely, he might 
fay, with the poet, he was 39 years old, that is, if he had not 
much exceeded that point ; more accurately, he a fay 
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he was in his 3tft year, and how far advariced in it; but if 
he were nearly 31 years old, and were to tcll you he was in 
his year 30, meaning his 31ft year, he would neither be ac. 
curate nor underftood. Decades, or centuries beginning at 
the fame time, neceflarily form a like feries of years, whe. 
ther computed by cardinal or ordinal numbers. It is not 
denied that the 18th century, according to Diony fius Exiguus, 
who, being the author of the Chriftian zra, ought to govern 
therein, expired with the laft year: but thefe gentlemen do 
not go the right way to fatisfy their opponents, dy proving 
it, although they may be right, as I might be in afferting that 
the Archbifhop of Canterbury is at this moment on his knees 
at prayer, in his palace at Lambeth, who am near three hun- 
dred miles from that place. 

Chronologers and hiftorians to whom we muft refer, to 
folve the queftion, inflead of agreeing about the day on 
which our Saviour was born, differ in no lefs than fix or 
eight years, in fixing the time of thisevent. In the Tabula 
Chronologica, at the end of Ainfworth’s Digtionary, you 
may find the name of Dionyfius Exignus, who was born, 
A. D. 519. The Chriftian zra having been introduced by 
him, all the enlightened nations, adopting one zra or ano- 
ther, moftly from events peculiar to themfelves, he might, 
as properly at that time, have counted the years, from this 
epoch, by cardinal, as ordinal numbers. Before the intro- 
duétion of this wzra, the Jews, as well as Chriflians, reckoned 


time c hiefly from the creation ; an event {till more uncer- 
tain in its commencement. According to the vulgar opi- 
nion, and by the Julian period, the nativity happened in De- 






cember, in the year of the world, 4712, which prevailed 
probably froma miftake of Dionyfius’ Commentators, or 
becaufe he himfelf had not fufficiently publilhed the fcheme 
of his epoch; and the next year, 4714, was counted the 
firlt year of Chrift; add to 4713, the years that will have 
elapfed on the 31ft of December next, viz. 1800, and you 
will have 6513, the prefent year of the world, according to 
the Julian period, and agreeably to our common way of 
reckoning at this dav; by whichthe.18th century will not 
end, until the expiration of this year. But it feems that 
Diony fius, in truth, fixed his cycle from the Incarnation, 
adhering to the Julian period, from whence the Popes ever 
dated their bulls, in the year of the world, 4712, and his 
epocha, from the 1{tof January, 4713, making the latter the 
fir year, inftead of 4714, which, in that cafe, became the 
fecond, and coufequently, the centuries calculated from the 
9 one 
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one of thefe periods of commencement, mufi end a year 
fooner, than from the other, and that which was faid to be in 
the year 1751, when the flyle was altered by an aét of our 
Parliament, to make it correfpond with the Gregorian, ace 
cording to the vulgar reckoning, was, according to Dionyfius, 
in the year 1752, and the laft year 1799, fhould, by the fame 
rule, be 1800, from ; the nativity ; and which mode of com- 
puting, our legiflators in the aét alluded to, the authors of the 
tables in our common prayer-books, and many other authors, 
have adopted. 

I flatter myfelf the difference in opinion that has arifen 
upon this fubjeét, is here plainly accounted for ; and that 
there will be no occafion in future, for any other queftion 
concerning it, than whether you mean to compute in the 
common way of fpeaking, or according to Dionyfius. You 
fee, that the ridiculous year nothing, is caft out, as it fhould 
be; for incomputing from the creation, the year of the in- 
carnation and birth being the: fame, is included in the time 
before Chrift, to .which the years fince elapfed are added, 
and this takes in the whole'time from the creation ; whereas 
had. the year © intervened, one year would have been loft. 

Should others, your, readers, who have opportunity and 
leifure, or the Poet Jaureate in hjs official capacity, defire 
to examine more particularly into the fubjefis before men- 
tioned, Jet them refer to Barrow’s Di&tionary on the Arts and 
Sciences, Beda, Petavius, Cardinal Barronius, Scaliger, 
Kepler, Helvicus Behemius, Salmeron, Calvefius, Voflus, 
Genebrand, &c. &c. 

Iam, &c. 
February 28th, 1800, Q. 


ea We muft beg leave to dechne inferting any thing far- 
ther on this Jubject, as the limits of the Entertainer will not 
allow of -a further difcuffion, 





Comparifon between the Harbours of Plymouth and Port/- 
: mouth. 

To the PRinTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
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Hamoaze is efteemed, after Portfmouth, the beft ftation for 
fhips of war on the Britifh coaft.’”’* 

The Hamoaze is by far fuperior to Portfmouth as an har. 
bour, will contain a greater number of fhipping, and which 
are moored to greater advantage than at Portf{mouth, where 
they are obliged to moor the fhips head and ftern in {mall 
creeks and inlets, there not being fufficient room to fwing, 
Every fhip, from a corvette or floop of war to a firft rate, 
{wings with the tide in Hamoaze. 

Portfmouth is, however, far fuperior to Plymouth with 
regard to its roadfted ; the Ifle of Wight at the former ef. 
feftually fheltering our fleets of men of war and merchant 
fhips. Numerous convoys have, indeed, lain at Plymouth 
in cafes of emergency, but Portfimouth will ever be the grand 
rendezvous for fhipping of all kinds, as the Sound of Ply. 
mouth is by no means adapted to fhelter, and has likewife 
fuch a tremendous chain of breakers furrounding it, that 
fhipwreck is almoft uniformly attended with fatal confe- 
quences. Portfmouth, therefore, poffeffes the beft roadfted, 
but Plymouth by far the beft harbour. 

The Dock-yard at'Plymouth is now, too, fuppofed to be 
the firft in the world. It ftands on nearly the fame ground 
as that of Portfmouth, but is by far the beft adapted for bufi. 
nefs, and more refpettable in its public edifices. Cleanli- 
nefs is a prominent feature too, in Plymouth Yard, which 
we cannot find in that of Portfmouth, where the infinitude 
of bufinefs, occafioned by the vaft refort of fhipping lying 
in the roads, prevents all attention to that domeftic regularity, 
which fo diftinguifhes Plymouth Yard. 

I fubmit thefe remarks to your infpeétion, and the perufal 
of your numerous readers, and remain, 

Your’s refpeétfully, 
N. T. CARRINGTON. 

Plymouth Dock, March 3. 


* Vide page 177. 





A REFLECTION. 
\V HAT addrefs or prepoffeflion fpeaks, knowledge fe- 


cures. Lord Bacon has declared, “ that a pleafing 

figure is a perpetual letter of recommendation’’—many are 
content to fee, not to weigh objeéts ! 

6 Defi ription 
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Defeription of a Vegetable Tinder, ufually called Bo.etus 
JGNIARIUS. 2 
ORIZONTAL: ‘Ligneous: almoft circular: with 
zones brown or grey near the rim above; beneath plain, 
yellowifh, porous. It is the ftiptic agaric in general ufe 
fome time ago, commonly ufed by the German potftillions to 
light their pipes.—Schoef. 197. Lightfoot, 





On SOBRIETY. 
[From the Rev. Mr. Jones’s Life of the late Bifhop Horne. ] 


6 hn refidence of wifdom is faid, by one of the antients, 
to be in dry regions, not in bogs and fens. If thetem. 
perature of climate and foil have a great effeét upon the mind, 
that of the body muft needs havea far greater; and he who, 
by drenching himfelf continually with liquar, puts his body. 
into the ftate of Holland, may expeét to have the genius of 
a Dutchman for his pains! 





Infeription to be feen on the Walls of the Bridewell at 
Rochefter. 


RICHARD WATTS, Efq. 
By his Will, dated Auguit 23, 1579, 
Founded this Charity, 
For Six poor Travellers, who, not being 
Rogues or Lawyers, 

May receive, Gratis, for one Night, 
Lodging, Entertainment, and Four-pence each 
In Teftimony of his Munificence, 

In Honour to his Memory, 

And Inducement to his Example, 
NATHANIEL Woop, Efq. the prefent Mayor, 
Has raifed this Stone, 

Gratefully to be Renewed, and Infcribed, 
A. Di 1971. 


The Mayor and Citizens of this City, and Dean and 
Chapter, Church-Wardens, and Commonalty 
Of the New Bridge, are 
To feé this executed for ever. 


Vou. XXXV. 2 N Anfyer, 
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Anfwér, by W. Broek,. of Bvercreech, to T, Bullock's Che. 
rade, inferted December 30. 


RAM and ROD together join’d 


Are in your charade well combin’d. 


¢@ We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
R. Thomas, W. Hobbs, and W. Harris, of Exeter; J. R. 
Toulmin; and R. Maffett, of Saltafh. 





A QUESTION, by A. Corfe, of the Royal Artillery, Ph. 


mouth Dock, 


Ladder 25 feet long will reach from the top of a wall, 

ftanding clofe by the fide of a ditch, to the oppofite fide 

of it, but fliding back the foot of the ladder 8 feet from the 

outfide of the ditch, it will only reach 5-6ths of the height of 

the wall. Query, the height of the wall, and the breadth of 
the ditch ? 


_ _—~ 


ACHARADE. 





Y firft the filent, mournful tear is ever known to hhew, 
My fecond’s oft the crue! caufe from whence that tear 
[doth flow; 
For if my third my fecond had not held by far too dear, 
My firft had never fore’d the melancholy tear. 





A CHARADE, dy G, Coulman, of Broadhempfon, 


firft’s the hue of Nancy’s eyes, 
That charming fair of mine, 
Togethet with her rofy cheeks 
Which beauteoufly do fhine. 


My fecond oft doth veil the head 
Of all the female race ; 

And with my lovely nymph ‘tis found 
With decency and grace. 


My whole when found, ye fapient train, 
And plac’d in order true, 

A bird you quickly will explain, 
And fo, — gents. adieu. 


POETRY. 
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“ADDRESS ¢o 2 SNOWDROP. 


Wee {weet harbinger of op’ning fpring, 
ihy penfive beauties caught my wandering eye; 
I’ve pluck’d thee, folitary flower to bring, 

Thy tender frame, where no rude blaits are nigh, 


I fee, thou fcarce canft rear thy drooping head, 
For frofts inclement pierce thy lovely form, 
Bat I'll tranfplant thee to a warmer bed ; 
My hand fhall raife thee, and my fire fhall warm. 


Oh wauld fome fympathifing gentle hand, 

Thus raife the human flower, when mifery’sgart, 
And keen affliction, with her {corpion wand, 

Would make a victim of the youthtul heart, 


How would my heart rejoice, could I relieve, 
And wipe away the tear from forrow’s eye, 

The child of {uffering, could {weet comfort give, 
Or change intoa fmile the widow’s figh. 


Alas! the confolation I would grant 
To others, | myielf mutt never kaow ; 
But if the means, the power to blefs, I want, 
J can commiferate, tho’ not beftow. 











—_——— ~ 


LINES oe SPRING. 


Oye is the roaring of the billowy main; 
Wu The orient beams, the ftormy clouds are fied ; 
Zephyrus woos the blue-ey’d waiads again, 

Fhe growling north-eail feeks his cavy bed. 


Freed by the potent fun'senliv'ning ray, 
Fair nature pleas’d, with animation imiles ; 
Each fcene to decorate with flow’rets gay, 
With tafteful hand Jaborioufly the toils. 


Lo! at his magic touch, the primrofe blows, 
The purple violets patefel obetts thed ; 

Amid the humid marfh the cowflip glows, 
Aad modeit daifies ornament the mead. 


The garden now its flow’ry pride difplays, 
Jn robe imperial fhines the crocus fair ; 

Afpotlefs flole the {now-drop fair arrays, 
The beauteous hyacinth perfumes the air, 


And 
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And, gay, in vernal charm., the thrubb’ry’s feen, 
What various hues and bloffims charm the eye! 
The hawthorn blooms, the copfe is clad with green, 

The thadowy grove refounds with harmony. 


Their matin hymns the larks‘now fing with glee, 
If day’s bright regent does the fky illume; 

And {weet the murmur of the bufy bee, 
That fucks the honey from the orchard’s bloom. 


High on the breezy downs, and on the plains, 
Innomerous lambkin: fport, and bleat their joy; 
Wildly melodious pipe the thepherd {wains, 
And {pring’s gay jubilee meets no alloy. 


Wav’d by the gale there embryo harveits grow, 
And ev'ry verdant blade is burnith’d high; 

The glitt’ring rivers murmur as they flow, 
Serene and cloudlefs is he azure tky. 


The filent thade reflection now may feek, 
And mute on a¢tions pait with pure delight ; 
As memory pictures deeus of childhood meck, 
Or manhood’s firmneis in the paths of right. 


And mad ambition, whofe ferocious breaft 

Throbb’d with wild joy, when conqueit crown’d his arms, 
Amidft thefe tranquil icenes may love to reft, 

And be enamour’d of fair virtue’s charms. 


Here modeft beauty, from licentious gaze, 
Unveil’d may wander peaceful thro’ the grove: 

And age rever’d may {pend his fragile days, 
Bleft with tne {miles of happinefs and love. 





ADDRESS #o HEALTH. 


. IS not, becaufe thy hand can throw 
O’er nature’srheek the matchlefs glow ; 

*Tis not, becaufe thy crim/on dye 
Adds luftre to the iparkling eye ; 
Ah, not for thefe, | bow the knee, 
And hail the wifh’d approach of thee: 
How light uch views, compar’d to mine, 
Which bring me, fappliant, to thy fhrine! 

*Tis thine, a parent’s tear to dry, 
And bid affeétion’s terrors fly ; 
’ Tis thine, to draw from friendhhip’s breaft, 
The painful care, forbidding rett ; 
The watchful look, the anxious fear; — 
The ftifled figh, th’ averted tear— 
*Tis thine to banith, and convey 
To forrow’s breatt, hope’s chearing ray : 
Tis thine, to aid each tender care 
My grateful heart muft ever fhare: 
Oh then— how dear thy {mile to me, 
Since more than life, depends on theel 























































